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You Can Ride Creates Student’s Own Independence Day 

Harford Transit Celebrates 100th Participant 
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(Be l  A i r ,  MD) -  Shor t ly  a f ter  Memor ia l  Day,  Har ford County  Execut ive David  Cra ig ,  a long wi th  
Mary Chance,  Di rector  o f  the Depar tment  o f  Communi ty  Serv ices,  and Michae l  Hannan,  
manager  o f  Har ford Trans i t ,  congratu la ted the 100 t h  par t ic ipant  in  the You Can Ride…Harford  
Trans i t  p rogram.   
 
Br ian Parks is  a  s tudent  in  Har ford County  Publ ic  School ’s  Future L ink Post -Secondary 
Program, which is  des igned to  meet  the needs of  s tudents  wi th  d isabi l i t ies  who wi l l  rece ive 
the i r  Mary land Cer t i f ica te  a t  the age of  21.  The program inc ludes ins t ruct ion in  academics 
and l i fe  sk i l ls ,  as  wel l  as  work exper ience,  wi th  increased independence as the goal  for  each 
s tudent .   
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“Br ian has turned a  vo lunteer  t ra in ing pos i t ion  at  Bul l  on the Beach in to  a  pa id  summer job  
due to  h is  enthus iasm and excel lent  work eth ic , ”  sa id  Robin Nemser ,  Spec ia l  Educator  wi th  
Har ford County  Publ ic  Schools .  “He at tended Edgewood High School  pr ior  to  enter ing the  
Future L ink Program at  the beginn ing of  the school  year .  He is  a  very  f r iend ly ,  outgo ing young 
man who looks forward to  t rave l ing to  and f rom work on h is  own.”  
 
However ,  whi le  Br ian was very  exc i ted when he obta ined a pa id  summer job at  Bul l  on the 
Beach,  he lacked the regular  t ranspor ta t ion needed to  get  to  h is  p lace of  employment .   That ’s  
when Har ford Trans i t  s tepped in  wi th  the You Can Ride program. Th is  program prov ides  
ind iv idual ized t rave l  t ra in ing  to  he lp  persons  become independent  when us ing the Har ford  
Trans i t  system.   
 
For  the past  three years ,  Chery l  Gable,  Har ford Trans i t  Mobi l i ty  Tra iner ,  has been prov id ing 
customized t rave l  t ra in ing for  ind iv iduals  who re ly  on publ ic  t ranspor tat ion.   
 
“ I  am very  exc i ted and proud of  a l l  the ind iv iduals  who have worked to  ach ieve a more 
independent  way of  l i fe , ”  s ta ted Gable.   “Many people now have d i rect  access to  jobs,  
medica l  appointments  and shopping.   In  the past  they had to  re ly  on parents ,  fami ly ,  f r iends 
or  agencies  to  go anywhere.   They have faced huge chal lenges and have overcome obstac les 
that  for  them were very  scary  a t  t imes, ”  she cont inued.  “ I  am honored and humbled to  have a 
job where I  can he lp  change l ives in  such a pos i t ive manner  and proud to  be assoc ia ted wi th  
Har ford County ’s  Trans i t  system,  which s t r ives to  expand our  c i t izens ’  resources. ”  
 
When County  Execut ive David Cra ig  awarded a commemorat ive p in  to  Br ian to  recognize h is  
accompl ishments ,  Br ian sa id ,  “Now th is  is  my Independence Day!  I  can r ide the bus and keep 
my job at  Bul l  on the Beach.”  Br ian  wi l l  begin h is  new job on June 16 and,  thanks to  the You 
Can Ride program, wi l l  do i t  on h is  own.  
 
Wi th  a  successfu l  t rack record for  the You Can Ride program, Har ford Trans i t  has created a  
Tra in  the Tra iner  Travel  Tra in ing workshop.  This  workshop’s  curr icu lum is  des igned to  t ra in  
agency and program sta f f ,  suppor t  group members and fa i th-based organizat ion leaders to 
teach ind iv iduals  and smal l  groups  to  use Har ford Trans i t  f ixed bus routes.  The t ra in ing is  
meant  to  be in teract ive and to  address the par t ic ipant ’s  own lack of  fami l iar i ty  wi th  publ ic  
t ranspor ta t ion.  Par t ic ipants  wi l l  learn about  Har ford Trans i t ,  how to  use bus schedules to  p lan 
a t r ip ,  and to  teach the i r  c l ients /const i tuents  to  use the bus  to  t rave l  to  employment ,  
shopping,  medica l  appointments ,  e tc .  Par t ic ipants  wi l l  rece ive e lect ron ic  copies of  
ind iv idual ized schedules and other  handouts  to  use when they t ra in  the i r  c l ients  to  use the  
bus.  For  more in format ion or  to  schedule t ra in ing,  contact  Chery l  Gable a t  410-612-1742.    
 
Har ford Trans i t  operates ten publ ic  bus routes serv ing Har ford County  and beyond – use 
Har ford Trans i t  to  t rave l  to  Aberdeen,  Abingdon,  Bel  A i r ,  Edgewood,  Havre  de Grace,  
Joppatowne,  Perryman,  Rivers ide,  Johns Hopk ins Hospi ta l ,  Eastpo in t  Mal l  and Whi te  Marsh 
Mal l .  Use Har ford Trans i t  to  l ink  w i th  MTA’s  F lyer  and MARC Tra in  serv ices to  Bal t imore and 
Washington,  D.C.    
 
Har ford Trans i t ,  a  d iv is ion wi th in  the Depar tment  o f  Communi ty  Serv ices,  prov ides serv ices in  
accordance wi th  the Amer icans wi th  Disabi l i t ies  Act  o f  1990.   Buses are  wheelchai r  
access ib le .   Th is  serv ice is  prov ided by Har ford Trans i t  for  the genera l  publ ic  and approved 
for  operat ion by the Mary land Publ ic  Serv ice Commiss ion.    
For more than fifty years, The Arc Northern Chesapeake Region has helped people with developmental disabilities 
build better lives one person at a time.  The Arc offers a wide variety of services to individuals with developmental 
disabilities in Harford, Cecil, and Kent counties, both children and adults, to make informed choices in their lifestyles, 
vocations, education and recreational pursuits, and to assure stable and nurturing lives among their families and 
friends.  Sketch by permission of Martha Perske. 


